Early novels
With The Pickwick Papers completed in November 1837, Dickens devoted himself to Oliver Twist for a mere four months before beginning a third novel, Nicholas Nickleby. Oliver Twist was finished and published in three volumes in November 1838.

Popular acclaim
The Pickwick Papers was issued in monthly numbers. Oliver Twist, which succeeded The Pickwick Papers as a book, has been more differently valued at different times than perhaps any other. But it is doubtful whether Oliver Twist has ever been, or ever will be, put in the first class of the work of Dickens.

Social satire
The second novel by Dickens was total departure from the timeless comedic world of The Pickwick Papers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The first three installments of Oliver Twist employed ferocious satire to address a contemporary social evil, the sufferings of the poor in the new workhouses.


