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Planning
When you are designing a garden in an urban setting, your decisions will be influenced by the surrounding buildings and by how much your garden is overlooked. Also, your choice of plants will be determined by how much light is available. An urban garden might be shaded by overhanging trees or nearby buildings, or it might be a sun trap that sometimes becomes too hot, so you may need to create some shade. You will want to keep your design simple - maybe an extension of your living or dining room, where meals can be eaten al fresco under a pergola covered in vines for both shade and privacy.
In the country, your space will probably be less constricted, and you may choose to design only the area close to the house, leaving the garden beyond to blend into the landscape, which will appear to be a part of your garden. You can achieve this most easily by camouflaging the fence with planting to give the impression that it merges with the view beyond. You can also consider lowering the fence to enlarge the view. If, on the other hand, your vista is unattractive and your garden is overlooked by other houses, you can create privacy by screening with trees and shrubs or a pergola, while still leaving gaps here and there to allow a glimpse of any attractive scenery that may exist.







